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XIV. 


Tre Victorta BenevoLent Funp. 


No better time could be selected than the approach 
of Xmas to appeal for help for the sick and maimed, 
for the fatherless and the orphan. Mr. Barrett, the 
Secretary of this benevolent fund, has by circular, and 
by letter in our columns, drawn attention to the 
necessity for subscriptions in much more effective 
style than we can hope to emulate. The letter Mr. 
Barrett quotes is too full of pathos—the husband of a 
lady, with a small family, ‘is as helpless as a child, 
and has been so for the last eight years.” Accident 
and disease spare no one. Whose turn to suffer it 
may be to-morrow, no one knows. To the younger 
and poorer men of this profession a guinea to help es- 
tablish a sound permanent fund may be a good iavest- 
ment. But the richer men have a greater inducement 
to subscribe—the feeling of satisfaction which follows 
the performance of a really good deed. 

- We know the veterinary profession contains very 
few rich men. Donations of £100 cannot but be few 
and far between. Gifts of smaller sums many can 
afford, and there are not many who cannot spare one 
guinea. The poorest of us need not be ashamed of 
the widow’s mite. 

Mr. Barrett’s address is 96 Tressillian Road, Brockley, 
S.E. Should any intending subscriber forget the ad- 
dress when the spirit moves him to draw a cheque he 


may rely upon the document reaching its destination if 
he sends it to 10 Red Lion Square—a place we all know. 


VACCINATION AGAINST Distemper. 


There seems to be an earnest attempt just now to 
discover a preventive or a cure for this most 
destructive of canine diseases. This week we 
publish an extract from a report of a Committee 
of the Masters of Foxhounds Association. The com- 
mittee are apparently laymen and are content to re- 
repeat the ipse dixit of Dr, Blaxall, to the effect that 
he has immunised dogs against distemper. The doc- 
tor very fairly warned the committee that his experi- 
ments are not yet sufficient and that his method is 
~ on its trial. 

hat with the work of Drs. Copeman and Blaxall, 
of Mr. Hewlett and the late Dr. Millais we should 
hope for speedy success. In France, as Mr. Henry 
Gray has lately told us, M. Ligniéres and others are 
satisfied that they have obtained a protective agent. 

The sanguine temperament of most bacteriologists 
suggests that we should not be too credulous. When 
two of them corroborate each others work we may 
suspect a discovery. For a real preventive or cure 
there will be an immense demand. 


DISEASES OF THE EAR IN THE CAT. 
By Henry Gray. 


(Continued from p. 50). 

True canker (Otorrhea) or inflammation of the 
internal lining of the ear cavity accompanied with a 
discharge is somewhat rare in the cat. It usually 
runs a chronic course, and when associated with new 
growths or disease of the mastoid cell it is generally 
incurable. It is not rare to findit associatedwith malig- 
nant tumours or tuberculosis, especially in the long- 
haired varieties Great analogy exists between this 
disease and the ‘‘ grease’’ of the horse’s heel, both in 
the*course it runs and the structures involved. It may 
occur in an acute form as a localisation of distemper 
and diphtheria, and occasionally follows the effect of 
the ear-mite. 

It is manifested by a profuse peculiar smelling 
discharge which may be either of a whitish, yellowish, 
brownish, or bloody colour, or even be glairy and 
colourless ; the internal lining of the ear may not be 
reddened, but sometimes it is and then it may be fol- 
lowed by ulceration unless treatment is early adopted 
and persistently followed up until a cure is obtained. 
When ulcers are present they are usually small and 
have ragged edges; they are found scattered here 
and there on the ridges of the membrane, and exude 
a brownish sticky material which may give off an 
odour resembling that of crushed black beetles or bad 
cheese. If due to constitutional causes a recurrence 
may occur. 

Treatment consists in removing all the discharge 
and dirt by means of warm water having a little soap 
dissolved in it, applied with a piece of lint or cotton- 
wool held between the blades of a very narrow pair 
of spring forceps. After this has been done the 
internal cavity of the ear should be rinsed out with a 
little spirit. vini and warm water mixed, and then 
finely sifted (40 mesh) boracic acid should be blown 
or pushed down to the bottom as far as the drum. 
This procedure should be repeated every second or 
third day. A spirituous solution of either boracic 
or tannic acids or creosote is also useful in mild cases. 
Where there is not much discharge and the case 
seems chronic glycerinum iodi is very effectual, especi- 
ally if there is much itchiness; but where there 
seems great pain nothing is so soothing as the 
glycerirum plumbi, or even a dilute solution of the 
liquor plumbi subacetatis. If the disease seems to 
resist treatment silver nitrate may be tried. There 
is no class of disease that calls for so much skill and 
patience as ear complaints, and if the practitioner 
wants success in these cases he must do his own 
dressing and not leave it to his client or his servant. 

Occasionally growths are found in the cat’s ear and 
if of a simple nature treatment may be attempted. 
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Their removal may be effected by nitrate of silver, 
chromic acid fused on a probe, or any such like 
caustics ; but it is easier said than done notwith- 
standing all that has been lightly written about their 
removal by means of scissors, etc. 

Parasites in the cavity of the ear determine the 
erroneously called ‘‘canker”’ and properly termed 
auricular scabies or acariasis, or otacariasis. It is 
the commonest affection that the cat suffers from, al- 
though I know that some professed writers on the 
diseases of the cat both in books and in the live stock 
papers say it is rarely seen. Of the long-coated cats 
quite 90 per cent. are sufferers ; sixty out of every 
hundred of the cross-bred, and from twenty to forty 
per cent. of the common cats are subject toit. It 
may be seen in cats of all ages, from kittens a month 
old to cats of twenty or more years. It is transmissi- 
ble from cat to cat, from cat to dog and vice-versa. I 
have time after time seen it affect both the dogs and 
cats at the same time in the same house. 


DOUBTFUL LESIONS. 


When reading Professor Nocard’s paper on Bur- 
satte lesions inthe lungs (translated by Veterinary- 
Colonel Nunn on page 321), | was much struck with 
your pertinent editorial footnote drawing attention to 
the finding of supposed glanders nodules in the 
lungs of non-reactive remounts in South Africa. 

Of a good many thousand military horses in the 
Cape, O.R.C., and Natal, | never once saw the typi- 
cal lesions of Bursatte such as one is well acquainted 
with in India. Yet, when classifying in my private 
clinical notes some scores of cases of ‘ Bastard 
Strangles ” accompanied by pneumonia, I have been 
at a loss where to group several instances, occurring 
towards the end of the hot season, of peculiar ulcers 
about the sides of the trunk and neck, sometimes 
purulent with a tendency to heal, but more often 
chronic, indolent, and without pus. There was no 
marked systemic disturbance, no itching, nor indeed 
the general appearance of Bursatte lesions. I con. 
fess 10 being quite at sea as to the nosology. 

Two cases ultimately died or were slaughtered, 
and were carted off several miles for burial. As I 
was always prohibited there from making a_post- 
mortem on the spot, and it was impossible then to go 
to the place of interment, I asked a knowledgable 
yeoman, when the second death occurred, to accom- 
pany the cortége and open the carcase. He subse- 
quently informed me that “ the lungs seemed full of 
small shot.” As I had myself previously found this 
subject non-reactive to mallein, this information did 
not at the time throw any light on the matter, and 
I am still far from being satisfied that it was a case 
of bursatte. 

While on this subject I may mention that another 
verminous affection of the skin (Parasitic Hemati- 
drosis), determined by the F. multipapillosa, was 
quite common amongst the remounts which the 
yeomanry were so ill-advised as to import from 
Hungary. So long, however, as the parts in contact 
with the saddles, accoutrements, etc., were not im- 
plicated, the condition proved of no importance. 


Davip CROLE, 


VACUINATION AGAINST DISTEMPER. 


Extract from a Report read to the Annual Meeting 
of the Masters of Foxhounds’ Association. 


‘‘ Your Sub-committee have carefully considered 
the report and have interviewed Dr. Blaxall. They 
find that Dr. Blaxall has thoroughly investigated the 
disease in the living animal, and by many post- 
mortem examinations, has carefully studied the 
pathological and bacteriological aspects of the disease. 
He gives details of experiments showing that dogs 
may be practically immunised against distemper. As 
an illustration, your Sub-committee would instance 
an experiment dealing with this point. Thus, five 
puppies were immunised against distemper, These, 
with a sixth puppy not so immunised, were all ex- 
posed to infection. The puppy which was not im- 
munised contracted the disease very severely; the 
other five showed only very slight symptoms and 
speedily recovered. Further, Dr Blaxall reports that 
he has found an organism in dogs suffering from dis- 
temper which appears to be very closely connected 
with the disease and this, in several experiments, he 
has found to give results which offer strong sugges- 
tion that it is the specific organism of distemper. 
With culture of this organism and its toxins prepared 
by bacteriological methods, he is now experimenting 
on a larger scale to see whether by its means dogs 
can be immunised against distemper. Dr. Blaxall, 
however, impressed upon your Sub-committee the 
fact that this method is only on its trial, and that, 
even though this be the specific organism, it will re- 
quire a considerable amount of work to find the best 
method of immunising with it, and also to see if such 
immunisation has a permanenteffect. For this pur- 
pose Dr. Blaxall urges upon your Sub committee that 
greater facilities should be given him for the work in 
the way of more whelps being provided for him about 
six weeks to two months old, which have not been 
exposed to distemper. Further, Dr. Blaxall again 
urges the importance of providing a hospital for each 
kennel on the lines indicated by him last year. He 
is of opinion that a great number of the hounds 
which die succumb to pneumonia after distemper, 
and this he believed might ina great measure be 
obviated if the hounds affected were placed in some 
building heated by hot-water pipes, which could be at 
an even temperature of about 60° during the acute 
stage of the disease. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOUBNALS. | 


Experiments 1n Navet Hueco SonvLE, 
Head Veterinary Surgeon at the Wurtemburg State 
Stud in Marbach. 


Sohule has had the opportunity of studying nayel- 
ill in the State stud of Marbach. According to bis 
view the mother is the bearer of the infection, for 12 
the uterine secretions of the stud mares whose 108 
fell with navel-ill the same characteristic bacterl 
were found as were present in the joints of the 
affected foals. The infectious material is by the #¢ 
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of covering conveyed from mare to mare, so that the 
mucous membrane of the womb becomes the habitat 
of the specific bacteria. 

Sohule describes as the cause of the disease a cap- 
sule coccus whose size is from *5 to lw. It is usually 
found as a diplococcus, frequently as a tetraden 
coccus. The corona surrounding the cocci is very 
plainly visible, and in favourable cultures may still 
appear in the third and fourth generation. Staining 
may be accomplished with the usual aniline dyes or 
by Gram’s method. In the customary media the 
growth of the bacillus is most favourable at blood 
heat. Gelatine becomes fluid. On agar plates 
round or oval white colonies are to be seen. The 
superficial ones exhibit a mother of pearl glaze; 
after one or two days the colonies become coloured 
intensely yellow. 

The cultures are, without exception, filiform, a 
pecul.arity which is specially striking in the older 
cultures. The smell of the culture plates was re- 
miniscent of vinegar vapour. On potatoes the coccus 
grows luxuriantly and forms beautiful orange colour- 
ed, glistening, thick fur. On nourishing media con- 
taining sugar there is no evolution of gas. Keeping 
in view these peculiarities there can be little doubt 
that the bacterium of navel-ill in foals is a variety of 
the staphyloccus pyogenes aureus. 

The coccus is exceedingly virulent for the custom- 
ary experimental animals. Mice die after subcu- 
taneous incorporation of a virulent bouillon culture 
in from 12 to 24 hours. Rabbits die within two to 
three days with appearances of septicemia. Guinea- 
pigs were affected chiefly with local abscesses and 
death resulted after great emaciation, often after 
weeks, with appearances of pyosephthemia. 

By inoculation of these bacteria into the blood 
stream of foals an illness was produced, which in the 
smallest particular could not be distinguished from 
that arising in naturally affected foals. 

To fight against this complaint four factors are 
essential :— 

1. Treatment of the dam. 

2. Hygiene of the stable. 

3. Suitable treatment of the navel. 

4. Disinfection of the male organs of generation 
after copulation. 

With regard to this in the Wurtemburg State stud 
the following treatment has been adopted for two 
years with the best results. The dam some time 
before foaling is brought into a roomy and thoroughly 
disinfected loose box. After parturition mare and 
foal are moved daily into a second fresh cleansed and 
disinfected loose box. The changing boxes ceases 
when the navel is fully healed about the 14th day. 
From the day of birth the womb of the mother is 
irrigated with 15 to 20 litres of a 5 per cent. warm 
lysol solution. (N.B.—15 to 20 litres is from 26 to 
35 pints.—Trans.) After the infusion the mare is 
led about freely for five minutes, after which time the 
remaining fluid is evacuated. On again bringing 
her back into the loose box the hind legs and udder 
are again thoroughly disinfected. On the seventh 
day the injections are discontinued, and on the ninth 
day the mare is covered. 


Mares which abort are very suspiciously guilty 
subjects and are irrigated for fourteeu days. The fear 
that the irrigations influence unfavourably a later 
conception is not justifiable. If appearances of 
cestrum and suspicious mucous discharges occur later 
timely treatment is necessary. 

Next to the treatment of the dam the care of the 
navel, about. which plenty is known is absolutely 
necessary. The state of health of the mother and 
foal are controlled by daily thermometric observations, 
Foals temperatures above 38°8 F. are always ab- 
normal. 

Sohule holds that these measures have very fre- 
quently prevented the disease and arrested its further 


development.—Nervermann.— Berliner Thieriizt Woch. 
G. M. 


Tick Fever tHE Doe or Canine Prropiasmosis 
oR Mawaria. 


Professor Almy has observed at the Alfort Clinique 
fresh cases of piroplasmosis occurring in five sporting 
dogs which were in every case the bearers of ticks. 
Examination ofthe blood showed the existence of the 
piroplasma bigeminum in the red corpuscles. 

The principal symptoms were dulness, total loss of 
appetite, fever (temperature rising as high as 40°C.) 
and hemoglobinuria ; in some cases there was a yel- 
lowish tint of the skin and mucous membranes, and 
in all well marked corpuscular anwmia—in one in- 
stance the blood only contained 1,260,000 corpuscles 
per cubic millimetre. Three animals died and those 
that recovered remained for some time in a very 
anemic state. Subcutaneous injections of hydro- 
bromate of quinine were tried but seemingly without 
giving benefit. 

M. Leblanc considers that this new disease of the 
dog cannot be compared to Tristeza (the Argentine 
or Texan tick fever of oxen). The rédle that ticks 
take in it seems to him to be exaggerated, as at this 
time of the year (September and October) dogs that 
hunt in woods or thickets are covered with ticks, and 
it is only those animals that are exhavsted and 
anemic that present the symptoms described by Prof. 
Almy. 

Professor Nocard remarks that all dogs that have 
been affected with the piroplasma bigeminum have 
had ticks ; but it does not follow because a dog has 
ticks that he becomes affected with piroplasmosis. 
There are many kinds of ticks in France, some of 
which do not possess any pathogenic power and 
others are only dangerous when they suck the blood 
of affected dogs. Finally, a dog which escapes the 
diseases after having been bitter by a considerable 
number of ticks may have been previously rendered 
immune, in consequence of having been punctured 
by a small number of ticks. The experimental study 
of the disease shows that inoculation of a dose of the 
parasitic blood into a fresh dog renders this animal 
refractory to larger doses of the same blood and 
which is always deadly to fresh dogs that are inocu- 
lated without having had a previous smaller dose 
inoculated. 
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The communication of Professor Almy to the Cen- 
tral Society of Veterinary Medicine, Paris, at its 
meeting of October 10th, 1901, presents a real in- 
terest ; it shows that piroplasmosis is a more frequent 
disease than is generally believed, and it may be sus- 
pected every time a dog is the bearer of ticks and be- 
comes anemic without any apparent cause, and in 
which hemoglobinuria or jaundice may be observed. 

[Note.—It is curious that the old farriers of the 
British Isles called red or black water in cattle wood- 
evil, moor-evil or ill, pantas or darn. It is in these 
places—moors, thickets, or woods that the tick or 
wood louse is found. The old German farriers called 
this disease holzkrankheit (wood-evil) and the French 

mal de brou or maladie des bois (wood-evil)] . 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


ROYAL COUNTIES’ 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


An ordinary general meeting held at 10 Red Lion 
Square on Friday, November 29th, was attended by the 
following members: Mr. G. E. King, Abingdon, presi- 
dent, in the chair, Messrs. E. P. Owen (hon. sec.), J. 8. 
Hurndall, 8. Slocock, F. W. Wragg, J. F. Simpson, and 
A. L. Butters; and visitors: Prof. J. W. Axe, F. G. 
Samson, Mitcham ; W. Roger Clarke, Hampstead ; Geo. 
= Brixton Hill ; and A. S. Trydell, Frilford, Abing- 

on. 

Apologies were announced from Messrs. Wilson, New- 
bury ; Lepper, Albert Wheatley, Percy Simpson, E. C. 
Howard and others. 


FINANCE, 


Mr. J. P. WALKER, of Oxford, the hon. treasurer, wrote 
that his bealth would not permit of his leaving home, 
and forwarded his statement of accounts, which showed 
receipts—Balance brought forward from last year £42 
13s, 3d., members’ subscriptions for the year £19 8s. 6d. 
—total £62 1s. 9d. ; and accounts paid during the year 
£23 11s., leaving a balance in the bank of £38 10s. 9d. 
Mr. Walker added that eleven members were in arrear, 
and no debts were owing by the Association. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


President.—Mr. Simpson said they had now an oppor- 
tunity of testifying to the value they placed upon the 
services of a gentleman who had been a member of the 
Association for some time. He referred to their Hon. 
Sec., who was about to ask them to relieve him from the 
duties of that office, so that the occasion was one on 
which they had the opportunity of conferring upon him 
the distinction of taking the Presidency in recognition of 
his very valuable services. He had much pleasure in 
pressing the election of Mr. E. Percival Owen as their 

resident for the ensuing year. 

Mr. Wrace seconded the motion with very much 
pleasure. 

The PrestpeNt hoped that Mr. Simpson’s proposition 
would be carried unanimously, expressing the opinion—-in 
which he was sure they all joined—that they could not 
choose a better man. (App.) 

Mr. Owen, interposing before the resolution was put. 
him to decline the honour 
or this year. He shou only too ple i 
duty when his turn came. 


‘The PRESIDENT then suggested that the choice of a: 
successor should fall, under these circumstances, on Mr. 
Hurndall, a gentleman who had done much good work 
for the Association and had been at the helm as hon. sec. 
for a number of years. He asked their friend Mr. Hurn- 
dall if he would accept the position. (App.) 

Mr. Wrace and Mr. Slocock respectively proposed 
and seconded the election of Mr. Hurndall with much 
pleasure, and the resolution was carried by acclamation. 

Mr. HurNDALL, in returning thanks, said there seemed 
to have been some little difficulty in getting a President 
for the ensuing year. If he could, in his r way, fill 
up the gap he would be very pleased to do his best.— 
(A plause.) 

The Vice-presidents for the year were then elected as 
follows : Mr. G. E. King, Mr. Jas. East, Jun., Mr. Verney 
and Mr. Page. 

Hon. T’reasurer.—Mr. J. P. S. Walker (Oxford) was 
unanimously re-elected. 

Hon. Secretary.—The PRESIDENT informed the meet- 
ing of the definite decision of Mr Owen that he did not 
wish to be re-elected as hon. secretary ; and said he was 
afraid, therefore, that after thanking that gentleman for 
all that he had done for the Association, they must pro- 
ceed to the election of some one to take his place. He 
had approached Mr. Percy Simpson, of Maidenhead, on 
the subject, and he was sure that if that gentleman could 
be induced to accept the office it would be a great help to 
the Association, and that he would be “the right man in 
the right place.” He understood that Mr. Percy Simp- 
son was about to be married ; but he had no doubt Mr. 
Owen would continue in office for a time. He offered 
their sincere thanks to the present secretary for the 
great assistance he had been to him. 

On the motion of Mr. Wragg, seconded by Mr. Butters, 
it was unanimously resolved to request Mr. Percy Simp- 
son to accept the office of Hon. Sec. 

The PRESIDENT then pespesee, and Mr. Wragg second- 
ed, a most hearty vote of thanks to Mr. E. Percival Owen 
for his great services to the Association since he had acted 
as its hon. secretary, and the same was carried by accla- 
mation. 

Mr. OwEN briefly returned thanks. If he could be of 
any assistance to Mr. Simpson, as the former secretary 
had been to him, he should be only to pleased to do what 
he could. As Thame was not on the main line of rail- 
way it was very awkward for him to attend meetings at 
times. In that respect Mr. Simpson, who was very cen- 
trally situated at Maidenhead, would be much more 
available. 


Dates oF MEETINGS. 


After considerable discussion it was agreed, on the pro- 
position of Mr. Slocock, seconded by Mr. Wragg, that the 
first meeting of the year (the annual meeting) should be 
held in future on the last Friday in January instead 0 
the last Friday in February as heretofore, and that the 
rules be altered accordingly ; the dates of the other meet- 
ings to remain the same, viz., the last Friday in June 
and the last Friday in November. 


THE Royat CoNGREss ON TUBERCULOSIS. 


On the motion of Mr. Butters, seconded by Mr. be, 
the sum of £3 3s. was voted to each of the delegates #0 
this Congress (the President and the Hon. Sec.) as part 0 
their expenses. 


THe Late Mr. G. A. LEPPER. 


The Hon. Sec. read a letter from Mr. H. G. Lepper, 
of Aylesbury, in acknowledgment of a floral wreath sent 
by members of the Association to the funeral of the late 
Mr. Lepper ; and on the motion of Mr. Simpson, second- 
ed by Mr. Roger Clarke, it was ordered that the same 
should be entered on the minutes. 
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CRIB-BITING AND WIND-SUCKING. 
By Prof. J. WortLey AXE. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—I had _ hoped and 
thought that I had given upthe forum of debate to the 
younger and more enterprising members of the profes- 
sion, and but for the importunity of my old friend and 
your esteemed President I might have continued in the 
undisturbed enjoyment of irresponsible frivolity. It is 
to him and his over-weening ways that I owe the pleasure 
of being here to-day. He insinuates that I have profes- 
sional responsibilities as well as professional privileges. 
Of the former I have been painfully conscious now for 
many years, and as to the latter my presence here to- 
Gay must be my acknowledgement. In requesting me 
to introduce a subject for consideration, your President 
laid down one condition, viz., that it should be “ practi- 
cal” and of a nature in which you could “all join” and 
“do your best to give me beans.” As to whether have 
complied with that condition or not I must leave to you 
to decide at the close of the meeting. 

One thing I think may be said with regard to the 
subject to which I propose to ask your attention, there 
is nothing new about it, but a great deal that seems to 
require careful consideration and discussion. 

rib-biting is an act—sometimes indulged in by horses 
—of seizing the manger or some other object with their 
teeth and emitting a sound which has been likened to 
belching. While this is being done the neck is arched 
by the forcible contraction of its muscles and the body 
is moved forward towards the crib. 

_That it is sooner or later associated with more or less 
disturbance of the general health is universally recog- 
nised, and it would be equally true to say that the dis- 
turbance referred to is in some way or other connected 
with the digestive system of organs. This is indicated 
by habitual flatulence, occasional tympany and colic, 
an unthrifty state of the skin and loss of condition. 

Definition of the Disorder.—What is crib-biting ? U 
to the present time this question remains to be answered, 
and I hope as the result of the united experience and 
thoughful consideration of this meeting a satisfactory 
answer will be forthcoming. In this connection it may 
perhaps be of some advantage to review the opinions of 
those who have ventured to express them. 

_ The late Professor Williams in dealing with this sub- 
ject observes “some practitioners maintain that air is 
swallowed during the act, whilst others state that gases 
are expelled from the stomach and that the continued 
belching or eructation causes further derangement of 
the stomach, the increased formation of gases and the 
consequent tympanitis. I was at first disposed to think 
that the first opinion was the correct one, as it is quite 
— for air mixed with saliva to be swallowed, but 

urther experience induces me to the latter, that gases 
are expelled and that increased disorder of the stomach 
is induced by the habit.” 

“A wind-sucker smacks his lips, gathers air into his 
mouth, extends his head, or presses it against some solid 

y, arches his neck, gathers his feet together and wn- 
doubtedly swallows avr, blowing himself out to a tremen- 
dous extent. 

Of the two vices this is the worst, a wind sucker being 
more subject to colic, indigestion and polyuria than a 
crib-biter.” 

This distinguished writer recognises a difference in 
these two ailments in so far that in crib-biting air is 
ejected from the stomach and in wind sucking it is 
swallowed or taken into it. It is not suggested wh 
a horse should endeavour to fill the stomach with 
ai 


r. 
Youatt describes it as a “ very unpleasant habit ” and 
then goes on to observe “ whether, however, air is natur- 


ally drawn in, and thus the horse becomes more subject 

to colic than one without this trick, or whether a portion 

of air is expelled, showing the previous existence of 

flatulence and a disposition to colic, are points that have 
| not been settled by veterinarians. The horse is evidently 
making the edge of the manger a fixed point by means 
of which he may overcome that obstacle which the for- 
mation of the soft palate and the back part of the mouth 
would present to either the expulsion or drawing im of 
the air if accomplished through the medium of the mouth. 
When we consider however that any air expelled from 
the stomach might easily find a passage through the nos- 
tril without the action of crib-biting : while it would be 
difficult or impossible without some alteration in the 
snatural form and action of the parts at the back of the 
mouth and particularly the depression of the epiglottis 
to convey air.to the stomach, we are inclined to conclude 
that this fixed point is used to enable the animal to 
accomplish this alteration and suck up and convey a por- 
tion of air into the stomach. Itis one of those tricks 
which is very contagious. Every companion of a_crib- 
biter in the same stable is likely to acquire the habit 
but in the majority of cases the desire of crib-biting will 
return with the power of gratifying it. 

It is frequently the consequence of idleness. Some- 
times produced by partial starvation, and by grooms in 
the act of dressing. 

Wind-sucking is a close analogy to crib-biting. It 
arises from the same causes, the same purpose is accom- 
plished and the same resuits follow.” 

Goubaux and Barrier say horses which crib swallow 
air, and in support of this they adduce the fact that 
Clement found air contained in the stomach of a crib- 
biter to be pure air. “If,” they say “guttural air were 
eructated as is believed we could not understand why 
such horses suffer from abdominal tympanites ; still 
more when they crib persistently, whilst we know that 
their meteorism disappears promptly as soon as the gas 
is ejected through the anus.” 

Mr. Law remarks that “ crib-biting is associated with 
the serious vice of wind-sucking (swallowing) and eructa- 
tion which leads to tympany. Wind-suckng may be 
learned by standing idle near a crib-biter and always 
goes on to disease and loss of condition.” 

FitzWygram observes that “crib-biting from the 
amount of wind sucked into the stomach often seriously 
interferes with the digestion, and hence is a common 
cause of flatulence and colic, and by impairing digestion 
prevents the horse carrying flesh. Wicd is 
similar in its causes and effects and requires the same 
treatment as crib-biting.” 

Captain Hayes considers “ crib-biting and wind-suck- 
ing as two forms of the same vice. “ It appears,” he re- 
marks “that the horse requires practice to successfully 
accomplish the efforts which he makes to swallow air 
when cribbing or wind-sucking. Hence we find as arule 
that marked flatulent distention of the abdomen as a 
consequence of the action of this vice 1s present only in 
confirmed cases. When there is no distention we may 
assume that but little air is swallowed, or that the air 
which is taken into the mouth is expelled from it when 
muscular relaxation occurs after the spasm peculiar to 
the vice Las taken place. To me a thoroughly satisfy- 
ing proof that swallowing air and not its eructation is 
the essential act of this vice, is the fact that placing in 
the animal’s mouth a bridle with a hollow mouth piece 
oot age with holes will prevent its practice. I need 

ardly explain that the use of this contrivance b 
furnishing at each side a way of escape for the air will 
render it impossible for the horse to force backwards the 
air in his mouth, and that it can in no way check eruc- 
tation. The swallowing of air in cribbing or wind-suck- 
ing appears to serve no useful end, for its prevention 
does not injure the health in any way.” 

From what has just been said of the recorded views of 
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those who have written upon the subject it will be 
gathered that, with the exception of Professor Williams, 
there is a unanimous verdict in favour of the idea that 
in the performance of this morbid act air is swallowed, 
and that the tympanitis which horses affected with 
this disease display is the result of this cause. bo 

Prof. Williams, however, regards the act of crib-biting 
as one in which an attempt is made to free the stomach 
from gas liberated from the food which it contains. In 
wind-sucking, however, he is of opinion that air is “ un- 
doubtedly” swallowed. As wind-sucking is generally 
regarded as analogous to or associated with crib-biting 
it may for all practical purposes be affirmed that there is 
a general agreement that crib-biting is an act in which 
air is swallowed. 

Upon this I propose to submit for your consideration 
two questions. 1. Canairbe swallowed? 2. Can air, as 
air, be swallowed under the conditions in which crib- 
biting is performed, viz., with the crib or some other 
substance between the teeth. 

It may facilitate the better understanding of this if we 
briefly consider the physiology of deglutition. It is 
generally described as comprising three stages. The first 
or voluntary stage consists in the conveyance of the bolus 
to the pharynx by the backward sweep of the tongue, 
the dorsum of which is brought into contact with the 
hard palate. Thesame act tends to push the epiglottis 
over the glottal opening. This done, the larynx is drawn 
forward, the arytenoid cartilages approximate each other 
and the vocal cords are brought into close apposition. 
thus effectually barring the entrance of food into the 
trachea. At the same time the velum palati is raised 
and closes the entrance into the posterior nares, while the 
pharynx is dilated to receive the pellet of food and pro- 
pel it into the cescphagus, which by a succession of con- 
tractions of its longitudinal and circular orders of fibres, 
conveys it along its length into the stomach. 

It is a condition of normal deglutition that the teeth 
should be brought into apposition with each other, but 
this cannot be accomplished in the act in question. 

In the ordinary way of swallowing matters pass 
through the mouth. Is it the case that the air, which a 
crib-biter is believed to swallow, passes through that 
channel, and if so what is there to prevent its escape 
—_ the oral cavity while the teeth are set apart by the 
crib. 

_ Another question to which I would ask your attention 
is embodied in the following consideration :— 

_ The reflex stages of deglutition necessitate a stimulus 
in order to bring into action the complex machinery by 
which the act is performed ; what I should like to know 
from you is whether in your judgment air is a sufficient 
stimulus to excite the reflexes of deglutition, or whether 
— is made the stimulus and air is entrapped in the 
act. 

As air is not a nutritive substance, and so far as we 
know is not required for the purpose of digestion beyond 
what is incorporated with the food during mastication 
nature would not make any provision for insuring its be- 
ing swallowed, and those who consider crib-biting to be 
an act designed by the animal to convey air into the 
stomach might perhaps be able to offer some explanation 
as to how under these circumstances it is accomplished 
That some animals do under certain conditions take into 
their stomach foreign matters is well known to all of us 
but it is invariably of a solid or fluid nature. In this in. 
stance there is the exceptional effort made, as it is alle- 
ged, with the object of introducing into the body a sub- 
stance the purpose of which I have never heard any sug- 
— 8 

_ From a careful consideration of the functio - 
tition Ihave reached the conclusion that peng A 
not swallow air other than that incorporated with their 
food ; that in the act of swallowing any air other than it 


would escape in the direction of the least resistance, 
which would be through the posterior nares. 

Is the act one of eructation? Here it will be desira- 
ble to consider briefly the organ out of which the air is 
said toescape and its fitness or otherwise for the pur- 

The cow, the sheep, the pig, and the dog all 
possess the power to relieve the stomach of gas by eruc- 
tation. 

If air be blown into the stomach of the horse through 
the pyloric opening without in any way interfering with 
the cardiac orifice, the organ may be distended to the 
last degree without any escape taking place through the 
latter. It is no doubt on account of this peculiar 
arrangement of the cardiac that vomition is not ordin- 
arily permitted to this animal, and for the same reason 
_ eructation of gas is a difficult if not an impossible 
task. 

If the escape of gas was effected by the act its preven- 
tion by the application of anti-crib-biting appliances 
should result in inflation of the stomach, but as a matter 
of fact this is not found to be the case. Although I have 
from time to time, and in the aggregate for along time, 
watched animals while indulging in this vice, | cannot 
say that I have ever seen anything to satisfy me that 
eructation is accomplished in its performance. It may 
nevertheless be sometimes effected, but I am disposed 
to think that the vice is prompted by some disagreeable 
sensation the result of gastric disturbance, quite apart 
from the presence of gas in the stomach or any desire to 
take air into it. 

The late Professor Spooner used to say that the horse 
seized the crib in order to bring into action certain mus- 
cles for the purpose of expelling gas from the stomach, 
and if gas is at all concerned in the matter I should be 
disposed to agree with him. As, however, the act of 
eructation is very plainly observed in other animals, it is 
not easy to understand why it should be so difficult to 
recognise in the horse, 7.¢., assuming it to occur. 

From these considerations I find myself in the position 
of regarding crib-biting as a symptom of a morbid state 
of the stomach not involving the swallowing of air, but 
may be, under some circumstances, its occasional eruc- 
tation. 


Discussion. 


‘The PRESIDENT expressed the pleasure and advanta 
with which those present had listened to Professor Axe’s 
very learned and thoughtful discourse, which had been 
an intellectual treat, and invited a full discussion, which 
he called on Mr. James F. Simpson to open. 

Mr. Simpson said they were very much indebted to 
Professor Axe for introducing a subject which, while 
it was generally looked on by veterinarians and the 
public as a very simple one, few persons had gone to 
the trouble of answering as Professor Axe had en- 
deavoured to do. Professor Axe had, however, as an ol 
teacher, gone to work methodically, s> that those who 
took part in the discussion should know what they were 
talking about. He (Mr. Simpson) was bound to say that 
the first impression upon the mind of any observer who 
noticed a crib-biting horse become distended was that 
the horse had swallowed air. He, himself, had neve 
believed that that was the case: and Professor Axé 
observations had more than ever convinced him of that, 
although that a horse swallowed wind in “ wind-suck- 
ing” was to his mind undeniable. An impression was 
made on the mind by the noise a horse made when crib- 
biting ; and it had been suggested that the horse eruc 
tated. He, himself, felt as certain that no air esca 
from the stomach of a horse in that way as he did that 4 
horse did not “swallow air.” Then came the question— 
Why does a horse crib-bite? The opinion he 
formed—and which had been confirmed by the te 
marks of Professor Axe—was that “crib-biting 2r0s? 
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primarily from some derangement of the digestive tract | 
—by which he wished te convey that it commenced, at! 
any rate, with the pylorus, and that it might extend 
further on. That might be the primary seat of the irri- 
tation ; but he did not say that a horse would be able to 
obtain very much relief by the act of crib-biting if the 
irritation were in the situations indicated by Professor 
Axe. His theory—and none of them express more than 
a theory—was that the act of crib-biting was performed 
to relieve some irritation of the upper part of the diges- 
tive track—it might be of the pharynx, it might be of 
the soft palate, but that in either case the irritation arose 
through the stomach. In support of that he could refer 
to the crib-biting strap—with which Professor Axe had 
not dealt—the pressure of which in the neighbourhood 
of the pharynx certainly in some cases prevented crib- 
biting. Was it possible that the pressure of that strap 
—or of an ordinary stirrup leather placed round the 
neck—relieved the horse of that irritation which was 
existing in the locality of the pharynx, and so did away 
with the desire to “grip” something? He hoped that 
in his reply Professor Axe would favour them by saying 
whether in his experience he had ever known a con- 
firmed crib-biter abandcn the practice? Mr. Simpson 
proceeded to say that he had very little doubt in his 
own mind that “ wind-sucking ” was relieved very con- 
siderably by the tubular perforated bit. He quite 
—— that crib-biting and wind-sucking were two forms 
of the same vice. As they saw human beings assume 
different positions to relieve the same annoyance or pain 
caused by indigestion or other things, so it might very 
well be with horses. Jn his opinion there were horses 
which could do so by swallowing air, calling into play the 
pharynx frequently, and there were those which employed 
a spasmodic effort in the neighbourhood of the larynx to 
relieve the same irritation. 

Professor AXE remarked that the point was whethera 
horse could swallow air? If he could not do so it was 
no good discussing the question. 

_Mr. Stmpson replied that he would unhesitatingly give 
his opinion that a horse could, and did, calioe air, 
in the same way that human beings could do so. 

The PRESIDENT, at this stage of the proceedings, had 
to vacate the chair, owing to an urgent telegram just re- 
ceived ; but before doing so he thanked his old friend 
and master, Prof. Axe, for his very interesting and _ in- 
structive paper. He thought, he added, with Mr. Simp- 
son, that a horse could swallow air by itself. Professor 
Axe had not touched upon the point that the habit of 
crib-biting was seen very early in life ; and in that con- 
nection it had occurred to him whether the irritation 
spoken of proceeded from the stomach at all, for he be- 
lieved that it was in many instances due to the irritation 
caused by teething, especially in young animals from 
ayo to three-year-olds. He thought that air could 

swallowed without anythingelse. The cold air enter- 
ing the mouth might relieve the irritation, and so the 
habit got more confirmed every month the horse lived. 
That was a pure hypothesis, of course. Prof. Axe had 
not alluded to the treatment of crib-biting. One thing 
which he would not say was infallible, but was certainly 
a great help, was feeding the horse on the ground. That 
would stop cribbing in a great many instances, he pre- 
sumed because the horse could not bring into play those 
muscles which he brought into play when he fixed 
= teeth on some object, such as the manger ora leather 
strap. 

Mr. Burrers moved a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. 
King for his able conduct in the chair during his year 
of office. 

This was seconded by Mr. Simpson, and carried by 
acclamation. 

Mr. Kine, returning poe, said he was only too 


pleased to have been able to do what little he could. 


As he said when he took the chair, the responsi- 


bility for the success of their meetings depended 

uite as much upon the members themselves a3 upon 
the President; and he thanked them very much 
for the very handsome way in which they had 
supported him. Totheir friend the Hon. Secretary he 
was very much indebted for his assistance in helping him 
through several little matters that had come up durin 
his yeac of office. He hoped the ensuing year woul 
prove as useful and —— as this had done, and 
assured Mr. Hurndall that he would do his utmost 
to help him inthe same way that Mr. Villar had helped 
him. (Applause.) 

Mr. HurRNDALL then took the chair, and the debate 
was resumed. 

Mr. Stocock, having thanked Professor Axe, wished 
to say definitely that he believed tnatin the act of wind- 
sucking a horse did swallow air. He believed wind- 
sucking to be an exaggerated form of crib-biting, and 
both to be solely vices. Horses might crib-bite and wind- 
suck in various forms, but in all of them he noticed that 
the horse arched his neck. He believed no horse could 
suck in air without arching the neck, or eructate without 
straightening the neck. Vomition in the horse was a 
rather rare occurrence, but he had seen it on nine or ten 
occasions, and in each case the head was straightened 
on the neck. As Mr. King had mentioned, if a cribber 
was put into a stable with nothing he could lay his chin 
on or seize with his teeth, with an ordinary iron manger 
fixed with its base on the ground, that horse would not 
crib ; but he had not seen that carried on for any length 
oftime. As to straps, of course the modern strap was 
intended to bring about a certain amount of pressure on 
the pharynx. e believed the stirrup-leather was every 
bit as effectual as the modern strap. He did not think it 
at all necessary to place the pressure on the pharynx 
believing that the pressure of a strapon the muscles of 
the neck itself wo prevent crib-biting. Nor did he 
think that pressure on the pharynx an relieve irrita- 
tion. A crib-biter undoubtedly suffered from flatulence 
—he distended himself. It might be argued that the 
stomach was out of order, and generated gases. Again, 
it was a vice, an acquired vice, and a vice contracted by 
being in company with other crib-biters. He had never 
seen crib-biting in such young animals as Mr. King had 
referred to—it had mostly been in older horses, and 
those that had been a great deal in the stable, and had 
had plenty of time to acquire the habit, and so he recom- 
mended plenty of work. 

Mr. Wraaa was delighted to see their old friend Prof. 
Axe with them again, and he hoped that his presence 
at their meetings in future would be as frequent as it 
used to be some years ago. (Applause). The question 
before them was—-does a horse in the act of crib-biting 
and wind-sucking swallow air? He was himself very 
doubtful whether the cesophagus was able to contract 
on air alone. (Hear, hear.) That a horse did swallow 
air with food and water he thought there could be very 
little doubt ; but that the act of deglutition could occur 
on air alone he greatly doubted. With regard to the 
pathology of crib-biting he did not think he knew any 
more about it than most people, but if he might give a 
guess he should say that it was a habit contracted by the 
animal being so long kept on the rack chain, ultimately 
causing some morbid condition of the stomach or diges- 
tive organs. It had struck him as being very singular 
that they found so few cart horses addicted to crib-biting. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Butters had listened with very great pleasure to 
the paper Prof. Axe had so kindly brought before them, 
who had worked out his views in his usual thoroughly 


‘scientific manner. He, like the pores speaker, had 


noticed that crib-biting was confined very largely to 
and well-bred horses as compared with 
heavy horses. Mr. King’s theory that it was connected 
with teething in the first instance was worthy of con- 
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sideration. He would like Prof. Axe’s views on the 
subject of breed in connection with the habit ; it might 
be due to the fact that thoroughbreds were fed out of 
mangers younger than cart horses. He was somewhat in 
favour of the view that wind-suckers swallowed air, 
though he did not think they could do so unless it was 
accompanied by some saliva or mucus. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Batts said he had had 200 to 300 horses under 
his charge for two years in connection with the war, and 
his experience was that while only the strap would cure 
the habit, feeding on the ground prevented it. 

Mr. Samson also thanked Prof. Axe. He did not 
think irritation of the pharynx had anything at all to do 
with crib-biting. In his opinion the crib strap acted 
only mechanically in preventing the horse getting his 
head down. Feeding on the ground prevented a horse 
from cribbing during the time he was feeding, but not 
after feeding ; he had seen them “crib” on a brick wall. 
He thought wind-suckers had a greater tendency to 
colic than crib-biters. The most serious thing about 
crib-biting was the bad condition which the horse 
always was in, which he attributed to indigestion pro- 
duced by the gas in the stomach. He hoped Prof. Axe 
would kindly explain the way in which digestion was 
interfered with by that gas. 

Mr. Owen asked the experience of gentlemen present 
as to whether the perforated bit was a successful cure 
for wind-sucking? Under two years ago he bought a 
wind-sucker—a very good hnnter—which would suck 
wind with the ordinary double-reined bit in his mouth 
as well as he would without it. He got one of the per- 
forated bits, and rode him in it, and he pulled up and 

rformed amongst the crowd, so it was not successful 
in that case. Had any of them seen a horse with a 
tracheotomy tube in his throat crib? Wind-suckers 
as arule got very much out of condition, but he did not 
think that was generally the case with crib-biters. He 
had no doubt they swallowed wind. 

Mr. CLARKE asking Prof. Axe if he thought that wind- 
sucking might be hereditary ?. 

Mr. HuRNDALL wished to add his thanks to Professor 
Axe for coming amongst them that day, aud hoped he 
would favour them with his presence on many future 
occasions. (Applause.) That was a day apparently not 
so much for dogmatising as for expressing their individ- 
ual ideas. He was quite surprised at first, although on 
reflection not so much so, to hear that Prof. Axe’s views 
harmonised so closely with ideas which he (Mr. Hurn- 
dall) had formed in his own mind, partlyfrom practice and 
partly as the result of thinking the thing over. He had 
often asked himself, Is it possible for a horse to take in 
air alone? He had tried the experiment himself and had 
come to the conclusion that it was a physical impossi- 
bility. He did not see that it was any more possible for 
the muscles of the pharynx to grasp air than it was to 
grasp air in the hand. (Hear, hear.) In his opinion crib- 
biting and wind-sucking were results of dyspepsia, and 
he had reason for thinking there was ground for that 
view from the fact that by his own method, at all events, 
of treating dyspepsia he had been able very much to re- 
duce the tendency to both habits, for undoubtedly, like 
many other things, they became habits. Whether it was 
so much an imitation on the part of one horse of the 
habit of another, or whether its spread ina stable was 
due to their being all under the same circumstances, had 
to be considered. If one horse got dyspepsia in conse- 
quence of its treatment it might well be that its com- 
panions under the same treatment got dyspepsia also, As 
to their taking hold of the manger, his argument was 
that they had a sensation of what men called heartburn 
and also that acetous gases formed in the stomach which 
produced a catarrhal condition of the mucous membrane 
which rendered the stomach exceedingly sensitive during 
the process of digestion. The unpleasant sensation they 
felt passing up the esophagus to the pharynx compelled 


them to do something to relieve the tension. There was 
reason to conclude that there must be a diseased condi- 
tion of the digestive apparatus because from the admin- 
istration of nux vomica, crude antimony, hydrastis, and 
other preparations which had a distinct action on the 
digestive organs the patient obtained relief. There was 
no doubt dyspepsia could be got over by a combination 
of careful diet and suitable treatment, and then, with 
the assistance of such contrivances as putting the man- 
ger on the ground, he had known several cases in which 
horses had discontinued the habit entirely. 

Prof. AxE replied. He did not think, he said, he had 
exactly achieved his object. The general conclusion was 
that horses swallowed air. What he wanted to know 
was whether a horse could do that which he was alleged 
to do, and he would have been better satisfied if some 
further attempt to answer that question had been made. 
It was all very well for them to say a horse did a certain 
thing ; but the question was could he do it, and to deter- 
mine whether he could or not was the first thing they 
had todo. When they knew that he could do it they 
might, under a certain set of conditions, form an opinion 
as to whether he did do it or not, but he thought they 
were now very much as they were at the commencement. 
The discussion had resolved itself into the expression of 
opinion instead of attempting to give a rational reason 
as to the possibility of a horse performing that peculiar 
act. He himself had held for a !ong time a sort of idea 
that it was impossible for a horse to swallow air—that 
the act was impossible, as Mr. Hurndall had so well illus- 
trated. The air had gone from him before the muscles 
could close upon it. It was generally admitted that 
crib- biting and wind-sucking were two forms of the same 
vice. If that were so, and both actions had as their 
object to swallow air, the question naturally arose, why 
does one horse seize the crib and another horse effect the 
same purpose without seizing anything at all? How 
can the same act of swallowing air be accomplished in 
those two diametrically opposite ways? If they said 
that a horse sucked wind—swallowed air—they would 
have to say that the air passed into his mouth with the 
velum palati raised, and that it then went down the 
pharynx, and the question arose whether that was a 
possibility. Would the velum palati rise in order that 
air might pass down what might be described as the 
wrong channel? Everything hinged on that, and they 
must prove, before they could come to any definite 
opinion on the matter, that a horse was competent to do 
it. If they tried the experiment of putting a pencil in 
the mouth and trying to swallow, they would find that it 
upset the whole mechanical arrangement of deglutition, 
so that he could not conceive of a horse swallowing air 
with anything between his teeth—or indeed at all. 
Though they had not made much progress during the 
discussion on that point several collateral questions had 
arisen on which he would say a word. Mr. Simpson had 
suggested possible irritation of the pharynx as a cause ; 
and secondary irritation existing in the pharynx might 
be possible Then crib-biting was usually referred to as 
ahabit. Why did they not speak of colic as a habit ; or 
was it pretended that horses began to bite the crib with- 
out any reason, and that indigestion supervened? Why 
should it, unless the horse swallowed air, or something 
It did not suggest itself to his mind that seizing the cri 
was the cause of any derangement of the digestive 
organs. But it was not the simply seizing the crib, but 
the peculiar spasmodic action in the muscles of the nec 
in order to do “something,” and what that “something 
was it was very difficult to say. Might it not be eructa- 
tion! He did not say it was, because he did not think 
a horse could get air up under ordinary circumstances 
any more than he thought he could swallow air under 
any circumstances. Next, he did not remember 
any case of a_ confirmed crib biter abandoning 
the practice. Mr. King had referred to the acquirement 
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of the habit in youth, and that had been recorded in a 


-few instances. Then with regard to the application of 
the cribbing strap—as Mr. Simpson said, that had a 
mechanical effect only ; and that was shown by an 
observation of Mr. Slocock, who said the strap required 


‘to be periodically tightened in one case that came under 


-his notice. If it was merely a habit he could under- 
stand one horse adopting the practice from another ; but 
if it arose from a disease of the stomach of some kind 
which was the view he took of it—the crib-biting and 
wind-sucbing, being simply symptoms, might be here- 
ditary. Mr. Wragg had raised the interesting eae 
_as to why cart-horses were so seldom affected. It was a 
fact, and he thought a possible explanation might be 
that they had to work more for their living than riding 
-or horness horses—indeed that was the only possible 
explanation he could give. It was no doubt a fact that 
feeding on the floor deterred animals in a certain measure 
from the act of crib-biting, but he had seen several in- 
stances where the habit had returned on the animals 
‘being shifted into other quarters. He had no knowledge 
of the effect of a tracheotomy tube ; but he believed that 
some French physicians had divided the two superior 
laryngeal nerves with the object of ascertaining if the 
sound was made by the larynx or if it emanated from 
the stomach, and he thought the result of that uperation 
( to — that it was a laryngeal sound. (Ap- 
plause. 

Acknowledging a hearty vote of thanks, moved by 
Mr. Simpson, and seconded by Mr. Samson, 

Professor AXE said that if it had afforded them as 
much pleasure to listen to him as it had given him 
pleasure to prepare his few notes, they had had a very 
enjoyable time. (Applause). 


“THE NATIONAL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT 
AND MUTUAL DEFENCE SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Aytown Street, Manchester, on Thursday, December 5th. 
Geo. Morgan, Esq., President, in the chair. Present :— 
Messrs. E. Faulkner, W. A. Taylor, Wm. Woods, J. B. 
Wolstenholme, J. 8. Carter, J. H. Carter, R. C. Trigger, 
J.S. Scriven, F. W. Somers, J. Howard, E. S. Gubbin, 
and the Secretary. 

Minutes of the last annual meeting were taken as 
read and confirmed, the same having been printed. 

Letters of apology for non-attendance were received 
from Messrs W. O. Williams, A. Lawson, A. J. Mac- 
Callum, H. J. Dawes, R.S. Reynolds, A. L. Butters, 
W. Carless, J E. Kitchen, F. W. Wragg, J. Abson, and 
J. McKinna. 

Letter read from Prof. W. O. Williams acknowledging 
letter of condolence. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Geo. Moraan, F.R.C.V\S. 


Gentlemen,—As your President it devolves on me to 
say afew words to you at this, our annual meeting, and 
it is with pleasure I congratulate you on the continued 
success of the Society. 

If there is one thing more than another encouraging 
us t> persevere in a good work, of which we have had the 
privilege of being among the pioneers, it is the satisfac- 
tion of knowing whether successful or not that we have 
although 


another may reap the harvest, it is onl illus- 
tration of what the good old "book 
and another reapeth.” 

This Society was, in the first instance, established for 
the mutual protection of its members against the attacks 


says—“One soweth 


of litigious clients, who in those days were very fond, on 
the slightest pretence, to “ have to go for ” the veterinary 
surgeon, especially those who were new members of the 
profession, and not likely to have much ammunition in 
the shape of money to enable them to fight ; and we all 
more or less know what a source of anxiety to a strug- 
gling member is a lawyer’s letter threatening pains and 
penalties unless so and so be done within a certain stated 

riod. There are some who from their first start can 
augh these thing to scorn, but they are few in number 
who can afford to set them at defiance, and fewer still 
who can fight single-handed, however just their cause. 
The combination for this purpose has done good work 
for which [ am very thankful. The surplus accruing 
from the subscriptions and sundry donations were put 
on one side, and formed the nucleus of the Benevolent 
Fund—a very necessary adjunct to the profession ; for 
no matter how we look at things we will find that in 
every branch of business there are a certain number who 
go to the wa!l—sometimes this is entirely their own tault, 
in others a dark fatality seems to dodge their steps how- 
ever careful they may be. Some men we have 
seen who have started able and full of hope, but who 
have failed in the race of life, through misfortune, through 
mistakes, or through sickness, and come down with 
a crash, imploring the assistance of such a society as 
ours to aid them in their distress. And I am glad to say 
that any genuine appeal, having the least claim on our 
funds, has not been made in vain. 

It was with pleasure that [ heard of the “ National ” 
voting to our funds a sum of £20. For which I beg to 
tender them our sincere thanks, and assure them that 
this and any further donations will be thankfully re- 
ceived and faithfully applied. What I would like to see 
would be every Veterinary Society in the land paying 
every year a fixed sum to the Funds of this Society accord- 
ing to the number of members, and in return be repre- 
sented on the Council in proportion to the amount paid, 
‘vith power in their respective districts to act in all cases 
as if they were the Officers and Council of this Society, 
and render grants up to a certain amount, which might 
be fixed at,say £10 Ifa larger sum was likely to be 
expended they would require to bring the matter before 
the General Council. If some such scheme as this was 
adopted it would meet the requirements of the profes- 
sion and render unnecessary any other method, or any 
other Society, to give temporary help or, if you like, 
old age pensions, and I do hope that my successors in this 
office will use their best endeavours to promote the 
interests of the Society. 

The Secretary and Treasurer will now enlighten you 
as to its present position. 


SECRETARY'S REPORT. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—In submitting my 
annual report I have much pleasure in recording the con- 
tinued growth and success of the Society during the 
year, 12 new members have been enrolled, one resigna- 
tion, and two have died ; at the present time 240 names 
remain on the Register. Four Council meetings have 
been held during the year, and four cases of defence have 
been presented for advice and assistance. Two of these 
cases have not been proceeded with, one did not come 
within the Council’s jurisdiction and after due considera- 
tion was dismissed, and in the fourth the defendant was 
advised to try and make an amicable arrangement with 
his client—this was carried out to the satisfaction of both 
— the cost to the Society being £30. The Council 

ave had six applications for assistance from the Bene- 
volent Fund, and the following sums have been granted. 
Mrs. F., £10; Mrs. K., £5; Mrs. W. D., £5; Mrs. F, 
£40 ; Mrs. J. L. F., 5s. per week for 12 months, anda 


arg grant of 5s. per week for twelve months to Mrs. 
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Iam sorry to report that only one of the above appli- 
cants had any connection with the Society. May I once 
more strongly advise the members of our profession to 
join the Society and thus help in the good work. The 
annual subscription 10s. 6d. is small indeed in comparison 
to the great benefits which it is able and willing to be- 
stow upon its members, and if necessary to those nearest 
and dearest to him. The Council wish to acknowledge, 
with thanks, a donation of £20 from the National Veteri- 
nary Association. 


The TREASURER, in presenting his report and balance 
sheet to date, said the accounts would be duly audited 
at the end of the year, and a copy of the balance sheet 
forwarded to each member. 

Mr. W. A. TayLor moved the following motion, due 
notice of which had been given, this was seconded by Mr. 
E. Faulkner and carried :—“ That in all cases of appli- 
cation by members for assistance from the Defence 
branch it shall be imperative for the applicant when re- 
quested to attend in person before the Council to state 
his case.” 

Mr. Sam. Locke proposed, and Mr. W. Woods secon- 
ded, “That an application being made for assistance from 
the Benevolent Fund the Secretary shall call a meeting 
of the Council if deemed advisable by the President, or 
by the vice-president, treasurer, and secretary acting con- 
jointly.—Carried. 

Mr. E. FAULKNER proposed, and Mr. J. B. Wolsten- 
holme seconded, “That “the advertisement in Zhe 

Veterinary Record re the Society be continued for 12 
months, also same be advertised in Zhe Veterinary 
Journal and Veterinarian for same period, after discus- 
sion the matter was left in the hands of the Secretary to 
use his discretion in the matter. 

The TREASURER brought forward the subject of arrears 
and mentioned three members who were four years in 
arrear, he proposed they be written to, and intimate if 
subscriptions be not paid by the end ot the year their 
names would be crossed off the roll of membership, as per 
Rule II.—Carried. 

He also_proposed that the Secretary be requested to 
write to Mr. Hunting, the Hon. Sec. of the National 
Veterinary Association, tendering the grateful thanks of 
this Society for the handsome donation of £20. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The following gentlemen were appointed officers for the 
year 1902: 

President : Geo. Morgan, F.R.C.V.S., Liverpool. 

Vice-President : W. A. Taylor, F.R.C.V.S., Manchester. 

Treasurer : E. Faulkner, M.R.C.V.S., Manchester. 

Hon. Sec. : Sam. Locke, M.R.C.V.S., Manchester. 


Couneil : 


J. Abson, F.R.C.V.S., Sheffield 
J.S. Carter, F.R.C.V.S., Bradford 
. Lawson, M.R.C.V.S., Manchester 


A 
R. S. Reynolds, M RCVS. Liverpool 


Leeds 

J. E. Scriven, M.R.C.V.S., Tadcaster 

J. B. Wolstenholme, F.R.C.V.S., Manchester. 

W. Woods, F.R.C.V.S., Wigan. 

J. E. Kitchen, M.R.C.V.S., London. 
Auditors.—Messrs. Butcher, Litton, Pownall, and J. B 

vote of thanks to the officers for thei i i 

the past year and to the Chairman dened cee 

ings. 

Sam. Locke, Hon. See. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES 


THE IMMUNISATION OF CATTLE AGAINST 
BACILLUS TUBERCULOSIS. 


Dr. J. M’Fadyean at a recent meeting of the Patho- 
logical Society of London recounted in detail the re- 
sults of four experiments upon the above problem, all 
of which were checked by controls. A bovine which 
gave reaction after the tuberculin test was observed after 
a while to cease toreact. Intravenous injections of sus- 
pensions of tubercle bacilli in sterilised water were then 
made into the jugular vein ; tuberculin again induced 
reaction. Other intravenous injections were made use 
of, and the tuberculin again afterwards. Large intra- 
venous injections were —- upon the heifer in ques- 
tion seven times in all, no fatal result ensuing. On 
the animal being killed one calcified mesenteric gland 
was found, without other lesion. The author regarded 
this gland as the seat of the first disease. Other experi- 
ments of similar kind gave similar results, so that the 
possibility of the first animal having presented some ex- 
ceptionally high natural immunity was disposed of. The 

uestion arose as to whetber the resistance was due to 
the tuberculin or to an interaction of cells with the 
bacillus. The bacilli used intravenously were not of 
human source, but nevertheless they were virulent upon 
rodents. The degree of natural immunity in cattle to 
tuberculous infection varied much, but it was not suffi- 
cient in itself to account for these results. 

Dr. D. NaBarro inquired whether Dr. M’Fadyeaa 
held that the injection of mallein produced any immunity 
or curative effect in glandered horses. 

The PRESIDENT, in recalling his experience of tuber- 
culin in the treatment of human tuberculosis, stated that 
in no case had he seen evidence that the injections had 
produced immunity. The manner in which the remedy 
acted was by the active inflammation it set up at the 
sites of infection, and if these were small they might 
undergo removal. 

Dr. M’Fapyzan, in reply, thought that the Prest- 
dent’s explanation was probably the correct one. He did 
not regard intravenous injection as so serious as subcu- 
taneous, for the reason that the bacilli in the former were 
more widely distributed, and at any given point, there- 
fore, in no great numbers. In regard to glanders, he did 
not attach any curative effect to mallein. Glanders in 
the horse was in most cases a mild disease which ter- 
minated in natural recovery, and this occurred indepen- 
dently of mallein injection. — Zhe British Medical 
Journal. 


THE ORIGIN OF THE LYMPH IN THE 
PERIPHERAL LYMPHATIC CIRCULATION. 


_ Professor G. Moussu, Alfort (a V.S.,) made a contribu- 
tion to the much-vexed question of lymph formation. 
From observations on the peripheral lymphatic circulg- 
tion in large animals during rest, muscular activity, 
physiological activity of all the tissues during secretion, 
under the influence of variations of blood pressure, bot 
local (vasodilatation and vasoconstriction) and gene! 
(from intravascular injections and blood-letting), likewise 
from the effects of the injection of toxins (hypertensive 
and hypotensive), and also from the effects of ergotine, he 
had come to the following conclusions : — 

1. That the lymph in the peripheral lymphatic dis 


tricts was not a simple product of transudation from 
blood plasma under the influence of blood pressure. 
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2. That this transudation was at all times feeble. 

3. That the lymph was above all a product of the 
-elaboration of the tissues, and represented blood plasm» 
robbed largely of its nutritive constituents. : 

4. That its formation was in direct correspondence with 
the vital activity of the tissues. 

5. That the peripheral lymphatic apparatus was in a 
-certain sense an excretory apparatus.—B.M.J/. 


MEDICAL COUNCIL AS JUDGES. 


Matters of importance as between doctors and the pub- 
Jic were dealt with by the General Medical Council at 
their meeting yesterday. Sir William Turner presided, 
and not only was there alarge attendance of members, 
but “ strangers ” mustered in force in the galleries. Mr. 
Robert Rendall, surgeon, of Great Yarmouth, appeared 
‘to answer the charge of “ having been guilty of infamous 
conduct in a professional respect by holding the appoint- 
ment of medical officer to the Liverpool Victoria Legal 
Friendiy Society at Great Yarmouth, a society which 
systematically practises canvassing for the purpose of 
procuring patients.” Dr. Bateman represented the 
complainants, the Medical Defence Union, who had been 
put in motion by the Great Yarmouth District Com- 
mittee of the Incorporated Medical Practitioners’ 
Association. Mr. Lawson Walton, K.C., M.P., and Mr. 
Charles Mathews were counsel for Mr. Rendall. 
Dr. Bateman explained that through the medium of a 
limited liability company the Medical Aid Society pro- 
‘vided medical attendance at small cost for persons in 
‘humble circumstances. Agents were planted in cities 
and towns and canvassed for patients from door to door, 
quite irrespective of whether the people had doctors 
ready or were able to pay ordinary fees. This had led 
to an immense amount of friction between the profession 
and the Society, with the result that in June, 1899, the 
‘General Medical Council instituted an enquiry, the out- 
come of which was the passing of a resolution strongly 
disapproving of practitioners associating themselves with 
medical aid societies which systematically canvassed or 
_advertised to procure patients. Finding it difficult to 
obtain doctors of its own, the Medical Aid Society allied 
itself with the Liverpool Victoria Legal Friendly Society, 
which was a burial club and insurance society combined. 
A branch existed at Great Yarmouth, and Mr. Rendall 
was its medical officer. It was not pretended that Mr. 
Rendall had himself been guilty of touting, but the com- 
lainants asserted that the collectors of the Victoria 
ciety had endeavoured to secure business for the 
Medical Aid Society as well as their own society. Repre- 
sentat ors were made to Mr. Rendall by the other doctors 
-of Great Yarmouth with the view of enabling him to 
retire from what they regarded as an untenable position 
but he distinctly refused to do so, and there was then no 
alternative but to place the matter in the hands of the 
Mr. W. E. Willis and Mr. A. H. Moxon, surge 
‘Great Yarmouth, declared that they considered 4 ood 
tice complained of derogatory to the profession and detri- 
to 
tatutory declarations sworn by patients i 
the charge were laid before the 
Mr. Lawson Walton, for the defence, submitted that 
even if the case of the complainants were true, the con- 
duct of Mr. Rendall did not fall within the scope of the 
council’s resolution of June, 1899, inasmuch as it had 
,not been proved that the collectors of the Victoria Society 
had systematically canvassed for the Medical Aid 
Society. Indeed, they had been expressly forbidden to 
do so. No harm, therefore, was done to the other doc- 
tors of Great Yarmouth. Mr. Rendall was a man of 


_irreproachable character, and anxious not to violate pro- 


fessional etiquette, but he desired at the same time to 
defend a system which he maintained did not come 
within the censure of the council. Whatever decision 
the council might arrive at would be far-reaching in its 
character, affecting, as it would, 2,000 surgeons 
connected with kindred associations throughout the 
kingdom. 

r. W. E. Peters, chief clerk to the Victoria Society, 
stated that the society contained two and a half millions 
of members, and employed 2,000 surgeons. The Medical 
Aid Society possessed about 150,000 members through- 
out the country. er after the resolution of 
the Council the collectors of the Victoria Society were 
instructed not to canvass for the Medical Aid Society, 
and he had no reason to suppose that the instruction 
was disobeyed. 

Mr. Rendall himself gave evidence, stating that, after 
graduating at the University of Edinburgh in 1893, he 
practised at [pswich and in London, proceeding thence 
to Great Yarmouth. His practice there was among pocr 
people, and he did not believe that he had interfered in 
any way with the other doctors in the town. Owing to 
the action of his professional brethren, he interviewed 
the collectors of the Victoria Society, and they repudia- 
ted the suggestion of having canvassed for the Meical 
Aid Society. His patients themselves gave him a similar 
assurance, stating that they had acted upon the advice of 
neighbours or relatives in joining the society for the pur- 
pose of having the benefit of his services. 

Questioned by Mr. Victor Horsley, witness stated that 
he obtained the appointment at Great Yarmouth by 
answering an advertisement in Zhe Daily Telegraph. 
He was indirectly made aware that his ee goon 
had left because of seme objection to the alleged can- 
vassing. 

The enquiry was adjourned.—The Daily Telegraph. 

*,* See accompanying letter on ‘‘ Registration Com- 
mittee ” in the correspondence column. 


DOG BREEDER’S ACTION FOR SLANDER. 
MOSELY V. GORDON. 


Before Mr. Justice Darling and a Special Jury, Mr. 
Edward Mosely, a dentist. carrying on business in Regent 
Street, and a breeder and exhibitor of dogs, sued Miss 
Adela Gordon, of Hampton Court, also a breeder and 
exhibitor of dogs, to recover damages for an alleged 
slander. Defendant denied that she uttered the words 
complained of. 

Mr. Kemp, K.C., and Mr. Carrington appeared for the 
plaintiff ; whila Mr. C. F. Gill, K.C., and Mr. Shearman 
represented the defendant. 

Mr. Kemp, in opening the case for the plaintiff, said 
his client had been a successful breeder and exhibitor of 
dogs, particularly Bruxellois Griffons, and had obtained 
many prizes. The defendant, who resided at Hampton 
Court, was alsc a breeder and exhibitor of that class of 
dogs and had been successful. In 1899 Cruf’s show of 
dogs was held at the Agricultural Hall, the defendant 
being an exhibitor. The defendant’s dog tooka third 
prize only, and she became dissatisfied. She endeavoured 
to get the judge to re-judge the dogs, but the plaintiff, 
who was acting as ring steward, said it could not be done, 
as the “slips” had been handed to him by the judge. 
This action on the part of the plaintiff unquestionably 
gave the defendant great annoyance, and she made a 
complaint tothe Kennel Club, but failed to substantiate 
it. After this the defendant caused the plaintiff con- 
siderable annoyance. In October, 1900, there was a dog 
show at the Crystal Palace at which the plaintiff ex- 
hibited several dogs, including Marmoset Rouge and 
Marguerite Rouge. The plaintiff asked to have six con- 
secutive pens allotted to him and the authorities granted 
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his request. When the plaintiff arrived at the show with 
his dogs he found that the defendant had taken possession 
of his middle pen. The plaintiff insisted on having the | 
pen, and the defendant called him “a low coward and a 
dirty Jew.” Plaintiff was informed that she had also 
asserted ata meeting of the committee of the Griffon 
Club that the plaintiff's dogs were dyed. That was a 
very serious sccusation, because it meant that the plaintiff 
had been guilty of a fraud. The dogs had been sub- 
mitted to a veterinary surgeon, and there was no ground 
for the accusation. The plaintiff desired to vindicate 
his character, and had in consequence brought the 
present action. 

The plaintiff was called and bore out the opening state- 
ment of counsel. He said that at the Crystal Palace 
Show last year he received a communication from Mr. H. 
Spicer, the ring steward, in reference to the defendant’s 
allegation that his dogs were dyed. He sent the dogs to 
Mr. Sewell, veterinary surgeon, who examined them, and 
who had given certificates to the effect that they were 
not dyed. 

— ustice Darling : What colour ought they to be ? 
Plaintiff continuing, said he had asked for an apology 
but had not received any. In cross-examination plaintiff 
said he proposed that the defendant should resign the 
Griffon Club, and pay 100 guineas and costs. He knew 
it was a rule of the Kennel Club that a person was not 
entitled to exhibit unless he or she was the owner of the 
dog. He also knew that all disputes were to be dealt 
with by the committee of the Kennel Club. 

Mr. Gill : Were you the owner of the dogs?—I was. 

When were you the owner?—At the time they were 
shown. 

Were they shown in your name ?—They were shown in 
my wife’s name. 

Have you shown these dogs at any time in your own 
name ?—No. They have always been shown in my wife’s 
name. 

Your wife is a member of the Griffon Club ?—Yes. 

You were a member of the Schipperke Club 7—Yes. 

o defendant was not the cause of your trouble there ? 
—No. 

Did you bring charges against members of the com- 
mittee ?—I wrote a letter referring to the conduct of the 
secretary. I was a member of the committee and treas- 
urer. 

You were expelled ?—Yes. 

Mr. Justice Darling: {[ suppose you were asked to re- 
sign and refused ? 

laintiff: Yes, and I was then expelled. 

Mr. Justice Darling: It would appear that owners of 
dogs delight to bark and bite. (Laughter.) 

Plaintiff, in further cross-examination, said he sold a 
black Schipperke bitch named Manchester Maid to Lady 
Marcus Beresford some time since, and Lord Marcus 
alleged that his wife had been swindled. The allegation 
of Juord Marcus was that he had sold one dog and de- 
livered another, but there was no ground for it. 

Did Lord Marcus Beresford bring you before the Ken- 
nel Club ?—Yes. 

Were you severely censured by the committee ?—I was 
severely censured on a point not included in the charge. 
The four points of the charge were disproved. 

Do you know what the defendant stated to the com- 
mittee of the Griffon Club? Did she not say that the 
Judge at the Crystal Palace Show had stated that your 
dogs were dyed !—That is not what Ithave been told. 


Who was your informant ?—Mr. Spicer. T - 
dant informed Mr. Spicer that my a vale goes 
asked him to investigate the matter. 

Had you heard that the 
on the matter 7—I had. 


Mrs. H. Spicer stated that she had known the defen- 


were dyed, and 


judge had expressed an opinion 


dant since the end of 1896 or the begi 


nning of 1897. They 


had been on friendly terms, and defendant had stayed’ 
at her house in the country. She had heard the defen- 
dant say that the plaintiff's dogs were dyed. At the 
Crystal Palace show in 1900 she saw the defendant, who: 
took the judge aside and said : “ How is it you are giving 
first prizes to these dogs when they are dyed?” At the 
time the defendant referred to the plaintiff's dogs. In 
cross-examination witness said the conversation between. 
defendant and the judge took place early in the afternoon 
before the judge had completed his judging. She heard: 
the words though they were spoken in a quiet manner. 

Were the words spoken in a whisper ?—Yes. 

And you heard them notwithstanding that there were 
1,500 dogs barking ?—Yes. They were spoken in the ring,. 
which was in a secluded part. 

Do you think the plaintiff is a desirable person to have 
in a club 7—Yes. 

Was Mrs. Pearse proposed by you to succeed the 
defendant as Secretary of the Griffon Club ?—Yes. 

Did you write this letter ?—Yes, but you must look at 
the date of it. 

In this letter do P po say, “Iconsider Mrs. Pearse to 
be a dangerous and unscrupulous woman, and for myself 
I would have precious little to do with her.” (Laughter. 
I see the words “ most dangerous” and “ unscrupulous ’ 
are underlined. She is the lady you think now in the 
best interests of the club should succeed the defendant ? 
—The letter was written two years before. I have 
changed my opinion of her. 

Your opinions do change To-day you say the plaintiff 
is a desirable person. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Justice Darling: That is after she has had 
the advantage of hearing your cross-examination. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. Gill: You describe the lady on ‘another occasion 
as “ wretched creature.” 

Mr. Justice Darling : Where is that from ? 

Mr. Gill: It is a letter written from The Nest, 
Copthorne, Crawley. (To Witness): You were evidently 
fond of the lady at that time ?—-Witness: My opinion 
has changed. 

Mr. Kemp: Where did you get the opinion from! 
—Witness: Probably from some dealers in Brussels. 

Mr. Howard Spicer, paper manufacturer, and husband 
of last witness, said he was present at the Crystal Palace 
Show last year. When he arrived the defendant ran for- 
ward and took him into the ring away from the general 
public. She said: “I am glad you have come. The 
dogs are dyed, but the judge cannot tell me for certain 
because there is nc sun.” He said she would have to 
lodge an objection with the Kennel Club, but she did 
not do so to his knowledge. He was a member .of the 
Griffon Club, and he remembered a committee meeting 
at which the question of expelling Mrs. Mosely arose. 
On that occasion the defendant said that people who 
dyed their dogs ought not to be members of the club. 
He communicated with the plaintiff, and the dogs were 
examined by Mr. Sewell, hon. veterinary surgeon to the 
club, who gave a certificate to the effect that the dogs 
had not been dyed. 

In cross-examination, witness said this dispute ought 
to have been disposed of by the Kennel Club. He di 
not agree with the statement that justice could not be 
obtained from the Kennel Club. He was not surprise 
to hear the contents of the letters written by his wife in 
reference to Mrs. Pearse, because he knew that at the 
time they were written his wife obtained her information 
from the defendant. nF 

Did yon make any inquiries about the plaintiff ’—I 
asked Mr. Sewell if the plaintiff was a desirable person 
to be a member of a club. Mr. Sewell replied, “He 1s 
as sharp as they make them. (Laughter.) If he ap: 

lied to become a member of the Bulldog Club I 


noah nothing against him, and I should not vote against 
im. 
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Mrs. Howard, formerly a member of the committee of 
the Griffon Club, stated that on one occasion she heard 
the defendant say the judge had intimated that the 
plaintiff's dogs were dyed. 

Mr. R. Glover and Mr. Sewell, veterinary surgeons, 
gave evidence to the effect that they examined the dogs 
in question in October last year, and found,that they had 
not been dyed. 

Mr. Gill, at the conclusion of the evidence for the 
plaintiff, submitted that Mr. Moseley was the wrong 
plaintiff. 

Mr. Kemp said the fact that the dogs were entered at 
the Crystal Palace Show in the name of Mrs. Moseley 
did not matter. The language used by the defendant 
showed that she attacked the plaintiff. 

Mr. Justice Darling said he should allow the case to 
go to the jury. At the same time he must point out 
that there was a number of averments in the statement 
of claim which could not possibly be proved. For in- 
stance, the statement of claim said the plaintiff was 
the exhibitor, and that the words were spoken of him 
as exhibitor. The plaintiff's own evidence was that 
he was not the exhibitor. He should Jeave it to the 
jury to say whether the words reflected on the plain- 
ym but they could not reflect on him as owner of the 

ogs. 

Mr. Kemp: I think a man might exhibit a dog in his 
wife’s name and still remain the owner. 

On the hearing being resumed on the following day : 

Mr. Gill asked his lordship to rule on the question of 
privilege. 

Mr. Kemp admitted that though there might be privi- 
lege in regard to the remarks the defendant made in the 
club, that could not apply to the occasions when the 
allegations were made in the ring, at the shows, and at 
other times. 

His Lordship : You can rely upon the other occasions 
only to prove malice, they are not grounds of action. 

Mr. Gill: The only grounds of activn are the occasions 
when the remarks were made to Mr. Spicer and to the 
committee, 

His Lordship : I suppose you would hold that if defen- 
dant saw somebody witha dog which she believed to be 
dyed, aud which was about to receive a prize, it would be 
her duty to inform the judge ? 

Mr. Gill : Most certainly, my lord. 

His Lordship: Then you submit that both occasions 
were privileged ? 

Mr. Gill: Yes, my lord. 

Counsel then proceeded to quote the case of Clark v. 
Molineux, on the question of privilege. 

Mr. Kemp: Oh, that isthe parson’s case. 

Mr. Gill: Yes, and a very excellent —— 

Mr. Kemp: Parson. (Laughter). 

Mr. Gill: No, case. (Renewed laughter.) 

His Lordship : [ think the occasions were privileged 
but, as you know, that does not finish the case. 

is Lordship: In the hope that i 
Canter pe I might go wrong. 
ounsel, in opening the defence, expressed t 
that the plaintiff would be satisfied with the Fan Poy of 
this tribunal, whatever it was. So far, he had not been 
satisfied with the decision of any other. (Laughter.) He 
was not going to prove that the dogs had been dyed, but 
he did not think that veterinary surgeons were compe- 
tent judges. He would have thought a ladies’ hairdresser 
would be more competent. (Laughter.) 

Miss Adela Gordon, the defendant, said she had owned 
and exhibited dogs for many years. She was one of the 
founders of the Griffon Bruxellois Club, of which she 
was still the hon. secretary. She exhibited several Griffon 

by Mr. Shearman: I dia not speak to Mr. Vander 
Snicht, the judge on that occasion, during the judging. 


After that event he said “The dogs tv which I have 
given first prize to-day are dyed.” He said this to me, 
as I was the secretary of the club. He added, “ What 
do you intend to do?” I do not recollect if Lreplied to 

What did you do then ?—I met Mr. Spicer in the ring, 
and I told him, “Ihave just heard from Mr. Vander 
Snicht that Mrs. Mosely’s dogs were dyed.” He said 
“What will you do in the matter?” and I replied, «Tf 
will lay it before my committee.” 

Whose were these dogs, so far as you were aware 1 
They were always exhibited by Mrs. Mosely, and I be- 
lieved they were her dogs. It is quite untrue that I 
went and whispered to the judge what I had learned. 
The day following I went to a committee meeting of the 
Griffon Club, and after other things had been discussed I 
told the committee that Mr. Vander Snicht had told me 
that Mrs. Mosely’s dogs had been dyed, and pointed out 
that this was the second time that such a remark had 
been made by an expert in respect of these dogs. Mr. 
Spicer, who was in the chair, said he would see Mr. 
Mosely in the matter. : 

Was anything else said ?—Yes; Miss Fielding said, 
“You know how difficult it is to prove that sort of thing, 
so you must make all inquiries yourself, as you have no 
authority from us.” He replied, ‘‘ I shall do it privately.” 

Cross-examined: I think I might say that at the 
various exhibitions it has been six to one and half a 
dozen of the other as regards my successes and those of 
Mr. Mosely. 

Mr. Kemp: Did you desire to have the Griffun 
classes at the Cruft Show of 1899?—No; 
why should I? I took the first prize in every class. 

Mr. Mosely (from the well of the court): Oh! (Loud 
laughter.) 

Mr. Kemp: Did you ever suggest that his dogs were 
dyed ?—No, never. 

When did you first become aware that these dogs were 
not Mrs. Mosely’s, but Mr. Mosely’s ?—Not until yester- 
day, in this court. [ always believed that they were Mrs. 
Mosely’s 

Acalendar of the Ceuft’s Dog Show at the Agricul- 
tural Hall in 1899 was produced. ‘ Cock o’ the North,” 
said Mr. Kemp, was one of the Griffon dogs which won 
a first prize. 

His Lordship : “ Cock o’ the North” is the family tune 
of the Gordons. (Laughter.) 

Witness : That is why I called that dog, which is 
mine, by that name. ' 

Mr. Vander Snicht, of Brussels, said he took a keen 
interest in the Griffon dogs. 

By Mr. Gill : Ijudged the Griffon classes at the Crvstal 
Palace in 1900. Dogs are regularly dyed in Brussels, so 
I judge dogs as I see them, and do not examine them as 
to whether they are dyed. I saw Mr. Mosely in Brus- 
sels with a Griffon bitch, and I know that the head of 
that dog had been dyed. I told Miss Gordon at the 
Crystal Palace Dog Show that I believed that those dogs 
to which I had given the first prizes had been tinted. 
When I judge dogs I don’t care whether the colour is 
natural or not. 

Witness, who spoke Euglish very poorly, asked his 
lordship if he might speak in French. 

Permission being granted, the witness repeated his 
evidence in French, his lordship translating the state- 
ment tothe jury. In Brussels, said the witness, it was 
always open to the second prize-winner to raise objection 
if he or she believed that the first prize-winner’s dogs 
were tinted. 

Miss Louisa Fielding stated that she was a member of 
the Griffon Bruxellois Club. She corroborated the evi- 
dence given by Miss Gordon concerning the committee 
meeting, when it was reported that Mrs. Mosely’s dogs 
were dyed. 
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Miss Evelyn Gordon also gave corroborative evi- 


ence. 

This being the defendant’s case, Miss Adela Gordon 
was recalled, and absolutely denied ever having called 
the plaintiff “a dirty Jew.’ > i 

His Lordship, in summing up, said that the plaintiff 
could not recover on the ground that he was the exhibi- 
tor of the dogs. If he had said he was the owner of the 
dogs he could not have exhibited them. These dogs 
were registered in the name of the plaintiff’s wife. That 
was a very improper thing to do, and it was dishonest. 
The words complained of, in his lordship’s opinion, were 
not actionable against Miss Gordon if they were spoken 

ainst the plaintiff as the exhibitor of the dogs. But 
they were actionable ifthe jury held that the plaintiff 
had dyed the dogs and allowed them to be exhibited in 
his wife’s name in order that he might obtain valuable 
prizes. The veterinary surgeon had said that there was 
some difficulty in proving whether a dog’s hair was dyed 
or not, and added that the best test was to shut the dog 
up and letthe hair grow. Well, if aman who dyed his 
whiskers were shut up for a few days, it would soon ap- 
pear what was the natural colour of his whiskers. 
(Laughter). The plaintiff complained that he had been 
called “a dirty Jew.” That was nota slander. It was 
not a slander to say anyone was a dirty Greek, German, 
Frenchman, or even Englishman—(laughter)—who was 
about the most unpopular man in the world just now. 

The jury, after a few minutes’ absence, found for 
the defendant. : 

Judgment, with costs, was entered accordingly.—The 
Morning Post. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Extract from London Gazette : 
War Orrice, Nov. 26. 


‘The Imperial Yeomanry, 25th Battalion Hon. Vet.- 
Lieut. E. Morgan to be Vet.-Officer, with the temporary 
rank of Vet.-Lieutenant. 


BREVET. 
Vet.-Lieut.-Colonel A. E. Queripel retires on retired 


pay. 

The undermentioned Veterinary Officers have been 
transferred to the Indian Civil Veterinary Department : 
Vet.-Majors J. W. A. Morgan, Inspector General, J. B. 
Mills, W. R. Hagger, R. H. Ringe, F. Raymond, 
F.R.C.V.S., W.G Dunn ; Vet.-Captains F. Joslen, H. 
M. Maxwell, F.R.C.V.S., H. H. Pease, G. H. Evans ; 
Vet.-Lieuts. A. S. J. Farmer, A. Smith, F.S. H. 
Baldrey, G. K. Walker, and J. D. E. Holmes. 

Vet.-Capt. R. W. Burke, F.R.C.V.S., is placed on tem- 
porary half pay on account of ill health. 


Vet.-Lieut.-Col. A 
et.-Lieut.-Col. A. E. Queripel, retired pay, is granted 
the honorary rank of Vet.-Colonel in penguitlen of his 
services. 

_Vet.-Major J. W. A. Morgan, Inspector-General In- 
dian C.V.D., is granted the temporary rank of Vet.- 
Lieut.-Colonel whilst so employed. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
ANONYMOUS WRITINGS. 
If. 


There were once some letters written some 

130 
ago called “ the letters of Junius.” On the smengiis of 
these letters the writer achieved lasting historic fame 
partly because he delivered trenchant, incisive and 
piquant attacks which shook the structure of corrupt 
government to its foundation, and doubtless also because 


| 


he wrote anonymously. No man in his day had greater: 


fame or was more greatly advertised, and many people 


thought then that his identity wa3 thinly disguised. “ An. 


Englishwoman’s love letters” recently almost shook the 
foundations of domestic life and excited almost as much 
curiosity and did less damage than those of “Junius.” 


Doubtless the writer of these latter laid some flattering 


unction to his or her breast when reading the almost in- 
variably favourable critiques thereon. The hidden 


motives of half veiled or totally veiled anonymity are: 


sometimes good. At other times they are as unworthy 
as the “envy, hatred, and all uncharitableness ” exhibi- 


ted by anonymous writers towards veterinary assistants. 


as a class. 

Again, there isthe man who under anonymity seeks 
by writing to advance a friend, to point a moral, or 
clinch a truthful fact, and these belong tothe class who- 
have been so aptly described as those who “do good by 
stealth and blush to find it fame.” 

Then there is the man who under anonymity finds. 
great satisfaction in pouring contempt on professors and 
all their works, but who gladly accepted their help when 
at college. Undesirable inuendo expressed towards pro- 
fessors is only varied by constantly nagging at them, 
and the phrase “ the would-be professor or Emeritus pro- 
fessor” is trotted out as often as the old cab horse. The 
professors, to their credit, frequently take no notice of 
the inuendo, and like well bred ladies take it all in and 
say nothing. They perhaps think of the frequency of 
base ingratitude and take to tnemselves philosophic con- 
solation. Occasionally they lash out and the fur and 
feathers fly. 

Then there is the man born with a silver spoon in his- 
mouth with whom the world has gone very well. He 
writes glibly about business ability, and views the strug- 
gles of his fellow mortals to make both ends meet from 
a lofty pedestal of cynical interest. He probably relates 
tales of imaginary struggles out of which he has come 
triumphant, or he tells tales of 50 years ago in which he 
=~ a hero in some “moving accident by flood and 

eld. 

Then there is he who writes anonymous letters which 
would lead one to suppose he was a compendium of 
concentrated experience who had seen and done every- 
thing under the sun. Anybody who throws new light 
on old facts is to such a man a fool or something worse. 

Last‘of all comes the scurrilous, anonymovs, post-card, . 
writer, of whom Mr. Simpson has had experience. He 
generally winds up in the police court. 

When one comes to analyse the motives which actuate 
man in preserving anonymity one necessarily treads cn: 
delicate ground. | won’t close with ascriptural quotation 
because even the devil can quote scripture, but it seems 
to me that all motives to the motive possessor are good 
and expedient motives, but some motives are ‘better 
than other motives.--Yours faithfully, 

G. Mayatt, M.R.C.V.S. 


SHOEING FORGES AND VETERINARY 
PRACTICE. 
r. 


I am delighted to have the opportunity of agreeing in’ 
every respect with Mr. J. W. Edwards in his remarks 00: 
the above subject in your last issue. } 

Unfortunately I have not a forge, and greatly regret: 
that its absence from my home deprives me of much in- 
formation which I would otherwise gain. If I could dos0 
I'd be only too glad to keep a knacker’s yard, in which 
couldalso gain more beowleies about horses than I pos- 
sess. My only regret that I am getting old is that my time 
for learning is getting very short. I find, and I am certain 
Mr. Edwards will agree with me, that theory is no use 
without practice, and where can we find a better field for 
practice than a busy forge? I believe I am correct 10 
saying that many enter our profession for social advance- 
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ment. Probably some of them are young gentlemen who 
‘have a recently signed diploma in their pockets but are 
vunable to get up on a horse and ~~ him for his wind, 
and are absolutely without practical knowledge of shoe- 
ing. The apprenticeship clause would no doubt help to 
-guard our profession from this disgrace. 

Nothing can be more absurd than to try to teach the 
principles of shoeing and stable management to students 
who have had no practical experience with horses.— 


‘Yours faithfully, 
M. H. Hayes, F.R.C.V.S. 
Rugby, Dec. 9th. 


“STANDS SCOTLANDWHERE IT DID.” 


‘Sir, 

I thank you for the editorial explanation you were good 
enough to give us as to the purpose of my original letter. 
‘Comparisons are proverbally odious, and nothing was 
farther from my thoughts than to merely encourage 
their institution between the veterinary schools. I sub- 
mit that this fault is entirely Prof. Dewar’s. My first 
letter dealt fairly and equally with all the Scottish 
schools, but Prof. Dewar was the only representative of 
‘them to rush into print—both the other Scotch principals 
‘preferring the part of angels who “fear to tread” Com- 

rison between the R.V.C. and the Scottish schools lies 
ina nutshell. The College that can afford to pay its 
-staff best will, of course, get the best teachers, and the 
-college that offers the greatest advantages ( 7.e., the best 
teachers, clinique, buildings, appliances, etc.) will 
naturally attract the best students. 

Tmay mention that one of the:motives that first prompted 
me to write was the fear that the Scottish schools might 
‘make a successful effort to get temporarily bolstered up 
with the Carnegie Trust funds, or else that their impor- 
‘tunity might force the Carnegie Trustees into passing 
some such thoroughly inadequate measure as they have 
‘now done, neither eventuality being for the ultimate 
good of veterinary science north of the Tweed. [I still 
‘maintain that the best thing that could happen would 
be the abolition of the existing Scottish veterinary 
schools and the inauguration of a proper veterinary 
‘school by the Edinburgh University on much the same 
lines as its medical school. If this does not soon come to 
pass, anyone who knows the circumstances of the case 
-can only foresee grave trouble ahead. 

As you say, the correspondence has now taken a trend 
-quite foreign to our original purpose, and it has become 
quite wearisome to follow Prof. Dewar’s guerrilla methods 
of hastily vacating his successive positions and “sniping” 
from new but equally untenable ground. There is 
nothing fresh to be said since Prof. Dewar persists 
in keeping silent on all important points and wasting 
his energies by frequently dashing off at tangents that 
lead to nowhere ; so I deem it best to make this my last 
word on the subject, firstly because my original premises 
have never been seriously controverted, and secondly 
because I am arranging to winter abroad and so would 
not be able to follow any fresh developments. I would 
however, like to draw attention the following points in 

last week’s correspondence:— 
1. Though anyone who has read Prof. M‘Fadyean’s 
pertinent letter can quite understand Prof. Dewar’s 
regret to observe” it, yet it is difficult to comprehend 
why the latter claims that the Principal of the R.V.C. 
should not have performed his obvious duty of correcting 
the false impression Prof. Dewar’s statistics undoubtedly 
a Why all this solicitude over Prof. M‘Fadyean’s 
ack of stoical silence? Has Frof. Dewar been dumb ? 
2. In his first letter Prof. Dewar tells us that he 
been ordered to do so, but last 
week he let slip that it was a 
_ 3. Prof. Dewar’s ideas anent “intemperance of 
language” demonstrate a piteous want of proportion and 


! would, if acted on, very soon lead to litigation. As for 


me, I quite understand that his blunt denials and bald 
assertions that my premises were “ utterly false” ete. 
were in keeping with the notoriously rugged character of 
the worthy Professor. To attack an anonymous writer 
with hard names is, as he knows, quite safe from legal 
reprisal, but | am sure Prof. Dewar was welcome to any 
small satisfaction he could thus glean, 

4. He asks why Prof. M’Fadyean did not give statis- 
tics for other years, thereby implying that some undue 
advantage is being taken, whereas it was clearly explain- 
ed that Prof. Dewar’s own figures were only being com- 
pleted. The Principal of the Dick College chose his own 
gone and it is ridiculous of him to expect one to follow 

is example and argue in a different circle. 

5. Prof. Dewar’s would-be ingenuous disquisition on 
“the manipulation of figures” is really quite paltry, 
while his rhodomantade about “ flattery ” and my motive 
being to “ deepen the estrangement ” between the schools 
is absurd nonsense. I have previously been to especial 
trouble to refute his vain imputation that I in any way 
held a brief for the R.V.C. in particular. 

6. In his first letter he girds at me for sheltering be- 
hind a pseudonym, but, on my replying that he is aware 
who I am, he says no more on that head. 

I regret to find: such a series of lame assertions and 
specious innuendoes in the place of some substantiated 
statement of the financial prosperity of the Dick College 
even if it were only to allay the very natural restiveness 
of the Edingburgh ratepayers—of whom my own rela- 
tions and friends compose a fairly influential fraction, as 
Prof. Dewar doubtless knows. 

DELENDA EST CARTHAGO. 


THE WEST OF SCOTLAND V.M.A. 


ir, 

If “ Rolyat” of last week’s issue communicates with 
me I will be pleased to give him any particulars he may 
wish about the above Association. I can assure him that 
Dr. M’Call carried none of the belongings of the Asso- 
ciation to London with him, as I still have them here 
and will be very pleased to hand them over to “ Rolyat” 
if he cares to become secretary. 

Jas. Bisuop, Hon. Sec., 
West of Scotland V.M.A. 

754 Garscube Road, Glasgow. 


HOW TO MAKE THE MOST OF MILCH COWS 
as IN WINTER. 
ir, 


Having read Mr. Pottie’s report on the above subject, 
and seeing in the last number of Zhe Veterinary Record 
the discussion thereon, will you kindly grant me space in 
your next issue for a few remarks. With regard to this 
question I know no words more appropriate than the fol- 
lowing :— 

“Oh wad some pow’r the Giftie gie’ us, 
To see ourselves as others see us, 

It would free many a blunder free us 
And foolish notion.” 


Mr. Pottie evidently believed he was master of the 
situation and courted discussion when he said “ He could 
stand any amount of opposition.” It isa great pity from 
a professional point of view, that his paper ever came be- 
fore the eyes of the public, inasmuch as it is compiled of 
“ blunders and foolish notions” throughout. I fully en- 
dorse the remarks made by Mr. Garnett in the discus- 
sion, more especially when he touches that point where 
Mr. Pottie brings the forces of nature on to the arena. It 
is perfectly clear Mr. Pottie has not yet found out that 
the handiwork of nature is more cunning than that of 
man, and that no microscopic or chemical analysis 
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and refined can suggest any improvement in the lavished | tling up byres in order to produce extra milk and fat at 


gifts ensuing from nature’s laboratory. There are no 
short cuts in nature, and no purpose can be attained 
therein except by legitimate uses of the means nature 
has supplied. All the forces must be acknowledged and 
obeyed before they be made to serve, then we will find 
her results are always attained by method, her purposes 
are always worked out by Jaw. Those means can only 
be ascertained by careful reasoning. The laws of man 
are also the laws of nature when founded on a true per- 
ception of natural tendencies and a just appreciation of 
combined results. On the other hand human laws are 
at variance with or antagonistic to the laws of nature 
when founded either on a desire of attaining a wrong 
end, or an attempt to reach a right end by mistaken 
means. 

Mr. Pottie, in reply to the discussion, said, “ Bore a 
hole in the door and they see a rapid motion.” Solomon 
said, “ There was nothing new on the face of the Earth,’’ 
and we are inclined tothink there is nothing new in 
this antiquated discovery, inasmuch as if the atmospheric 
influences are favourable there will be a vapid motion 
which will duly ventilate its own column (the distance 
depending on the inequality of temperature and the size 
of the hole) until it meets some material substance which 
acts as a deflecting or a diffusing plate. Air should be 
admitted at as many holes as practicable and all round 
the building if possible, and diffused when entering, in 
order to prevent draughts. It is only in this way that 
efficient ventilation can be ensured ; gaseous diffusion 
being so slow as to be entirely incompetent to bring 
about any satisfactory result. “The air moved into the 

byre and passed out at the roof where there were 
hundreds of spaces.” There could not possibly be a greater 
delusion of the well designed forces of nature than this. 
There are only two royal roads to efficient ventilation, 
namely, that of fresh air which moves horizontally, and 
that of vitiated air which moves by the aid of a vertical 
shaft ; consequently the “hundreds of spaces” would 
act asinlets and not as outlet, which could have been 
demonstrated. Had Mr. Pottie taken the trouble to 
‘m his thermometer at the highest elevation he would 

ave found theair purer and cooler, through the law 
that nature will from the nearest source restore and 
balance herself whenever opportunity arises, and at the 


same time leaving Mr. Pottie and the cows to breathe a | 


heated, humid, and vitiated atmosphere below. There 
might be a modicum of truth in his assertion “If the 
roofs were thatched instead of slated the thatch would 
act as a heated shaft, thus allowing the foul air to 
escape.” Heat certainly rises to the highest point if 
the roof is hermetically sealed but not as Mr. Pottie 
has described. 

Through his “hundreds of spaces” the cold air will 
come in, in order to restoreand balance the difference of 
temperature above, and shall remain there and leave Mr. 
Pottie, the cows, and the hole bored in the door to enjoy 
the wonderful benefits proclaimed and derived from Ais 
idea of procuring efficient ventilation. 

One of the members in emphasising Mr. Pottie’s views 
said, “It is a well known practical fact that to make 
cows fat and make them milk well a certain degree of 
heat is necessary, and cattle accomplish these points 
best when there is a nice moist ‘dew’ on the body up 
to concert pitch.” “ Dew” on the coat never struck me 
as a manifestation on producing extra milk or fat : on 
the contrary I believe it to be evidence of cultivating 
disease, waste of the system and want of comfort through 
an over-heated and humid byre. 

There could be no clearer evidence that more holes 
are wanted in the doom or elsewhere when you see “dew ” 
on the animals, windows and walls, even though it has 
sprung from different sources. It looks, sir, like a retro- 
grade movement on the part of those who advocate bot- 


the expense of the health and comfort of the poor cow. 
Nature abhors this sort of interference, bottling up and 
overcrowding, and justly so. She at the same time is 
capable of stocking aright when overdone at the expense 
of those who violate her laws. There can be no two 
opinions that as good if not better producing results will 
accrue where the temperature is a few degrees lower,. 
abundance of fresh air, all the forces of nature acknow- 
ledged and obeyed and sanitary reform properly carried 
out. Time and natural consequences are the great 
teachers, and it it much to be regretted that in the sub- 
ject of ventilation one of nature’s most valuable forces has. 
practically been allowed to faithfully, 
'ARLANE M. WALKER. 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 
ir, 

Iam enclosing you a report of the General Medical 
Council, which I hope every veterinary surgeon has or 
will read. There has been a marked desire on our part 
so assimilate our conditions to those of the medical _pro- 
fession of late years (although our colleges have got into 
a blue funk and lowered the standard of preliminary 
examination) but the rank and file will continue to find 
it impossible to respect the Council, so long as the Regis- 
tration Committee continues to receive secret reports 
and adjudicate (save the word) upon them with closed 
doors. The Banham circular trick is not a new one by 
any means. It was practised on me, four or five years 
ago, when I happened to take a private residence near 
one of the Registration Committee’s shops. I had good 
reason for suspecting my neighbour as the informer, and 
when called to the bar I was able to present a very 
interesting series of photographs of the supposed in- 
former’s advertisements. I was of course ruled out of 
order, and the chairman was only too glad to accept my 
explanation and get rid of me. I made no secret of my 
charge against the member of the Committee, who had 
advertisement boards on premises he did not occupy, 
and duly lodged my complaint together with photo- 
graphs. To the common or garden practitioner, the case 
would appear beyond refutation, the biter must be 
bitten ; he was in a cleft stick, hoist with his own 
petarde, one would innucently imagine, if the most ele- 
mentary ideas of justice found a place among the Regis- 
tration Committee’s members. Gentle reader, accept my 
assurance that some of the most profound, diplomats find 
a seat on our Council. If they know nothing of justice, 
they are great casuists, and they found a way out‘of the 
difficulty and saved their colleague by instructing the 
Secretary to visit the advertisement stations and ascer- 
tain if my photographs were true representations. Quite 
proper you will say, until you are told that the Secretory 
was so long before he went to see the boards that wt was 
Sound necessary take them down for repairs. The Secre- 
tary of course reported that my photographs were not 
true and acquitted their friend. 

Harotp Leeney, M.R.C.V.S. 


[See p. 371 Medical Council as Judges.” 


Communications. Booxs, anp Papers RECEIVED.—Messts. 
Sam Locke, G. Mayall, P. M. Walker, F. W. Garnett, 
M. H. Hayes, W. Robb, J. E. Wallis, W. Ascott, W. Awde, 
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